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“August Y¥: The Showcase of Power and Terror in the
Soviet Union”

The famous Moscow trials in August ‘3Y7, January
VAYY, and March YAYA, held to prosecute the “Old
Bolsheviks,” were examples of show trials. In addition,
hundreds of lesser-known local trials were conducted to
try local officials and activists. These trials were largely
orchestrated political performances, and as Anne Kriegel
noted, they served as a “powerful mechanism for social
prevention.” The purpose of these trials was not only
actual punishment but also to instill fear and legitimize
the suppression of opponents; they exposed conspiracies
and presented symbolic victims to deter others from
opposing the regime.
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